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^ corresponding windows 45 of the cartridge holder 41 . Each connecting member 47 is thus fitted 

C 0' 



\$ in the corresponding windows 45, 55. 



\ 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

The claims are amended as follows: 

U . (Once amended) An ink cartridge for an inkjet printer, 

herein the ink cartridge is one of ink cartridges that are detachably attached to a 
cartridge accommodating portion of the inkjet printer as aligned in parallel, 

each mk cartridge having at least one engaging portion formed at a side of the ink 
cartridge that faces an adjacent ink cartridge, 

wherein a set of the opposed engaging portions of each pair of adjacent ink cartridges 
forms a matching set in which the engaging portions engage with each other to position the 
adjacent ink cartridges with respect to each other, 

wherein the matching sets are shaped and located such that a fitting structure between one 
pair of adjacent ink cartridges and a fitting structure between another pair of adjacent ink 
cartridges are different in rorm, 

wherein the ink cartridges respectively comprise ink supply ports, 
wherein the cartridge accommodating portion comprises ink supply needles, 
wherein each of the ink supply needles corresponds to one of the ink supply ports, 
wherein the ink supply needles are inserted into the ink supply ports in an insertion 



direction when the ink cartridges are attached to the cartridge accommodating portion, and 

wherein each matching set is shap\d to permit the adjacent ink cartridges to move relative 
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with each other in a direction in which the ink cartridges are aligned. 




3. \ (Once amended) An ink cartridge for an inkjet printer, 
wherein the ink cartridge is one of ink cartridges that are detachably attached to a 
cartridge accommodating portion of the inkjet printer as aligned in parallel, 

each ink cartridge having at least one engaging portion formed at a side of the ink 
cartridge that faces\an adjacent ink cartridge, 

wherein a sen of the opposed engaging portions of each pair of adjacent ink cartridges 
forms a matching set rh which the engaging portions engage with each other to position the 
adjacent ink cartridges with respect to each other, 

wherein the matcffing sets are shaped and located such that a fitting structure between one 
pair of adjacent ink cartridges and a fitting structure between another pair of adjacent ink 
cartridges are different in for 

wherein one engaging portion of each matching set is a projection and the other is a 
recess, and 

wherein the projection of oneof the matching sets has a different shape than the 
projection of another one of the matching sets. 




6. (Once amended) An ink cartridge for an inkjet printer, 
wherein thaink cartridge is one of ink cartridges that are detachably attached to a 
cartridge accommodating portion of the inkjet printer as aligned in parallel, 

each ink cartridge having at least one engaging portion formed at a side of the ink 



3 
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cartridge^hat faces an adjacent ink cartridge, 

wherein a set of the opposed engaging portions of each pair of adjacent ink cartridges 

adjacent ink cartridges with respect to each other, 

wherein th^matching sets are shaped and located such that a fitting structure between one 
pair of adjacent ink cartridges and a fitting structure between another pair of adjacent ink 
cartridges are different imform, 

wherein each ink cartridge includes a main body and a sub body connected to the main 
body, and each engaging portiorVis formed in only the sub body of the associated ink cartridge. 



9. (Once amended) The ink cartridge according to claim 7, wherein both of the 
contacts of a first pair\of adjacent ink cartridges contact a first one of the plurality of connecting 
members. 



10. (Once amended) An ink cartridge for an inkjet printer, 

\ 

wherein the ink cartridge is one of ink cartridges that are detachably attached to a 

V 

cartridge accommodating portion of the inkjet printer as aligned in parallel, 



each ink cartridge having at least one engaging portion formed at a side of the ink 

\ 

cartridge that faces an adjacent ink cartridge, 



wherein a set of the opposea engaging portions of each pair of adjacent ink cartridges 

\ 

forms a matching set in which the engaging portions engage with each other to position the 

■\ 

adjacent ink cartridges with respect to 'each other, 



\ 
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herein each matching set is formed only between predetermined two adjacent ink 

cartridges sufeh that the ink cartridges are connected together as aligned in a predetermined order, 

wherein tflfeink cartridges respectively comprise ink supply ports, 

wherein the cartridge accommodating portion comprises ink supply needles, 

wherein each of tne ink supply needles corresponds to one of the ink supply ports, 

wherein the ink sup^lWeedles are inserted into the ink supply ports in an insertion 

direction when the ink cartridges\re attached to the cartridge accommodating portion, and 

wherein each matching set is shaped to permit the adjacent ink cartridges to move relative 

with each other in a direction in which the ink cartridges are aligned. 



^ 12. (Oftce amended) The ink cartridge according to claim 10, wherein one engaging 
portion of each matching set is a projection and the other is a recess, and 

wherein the projection of one of the matching sets has a different shape than the 
projection of another one\>f the matching sets. 




N & 18. (Once amended) The ink cartridge according to claim 17, wherein both of the 
contacts of a first pair of adjacent ink cartridges contact a first one of the connecting members. 
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(Once amended) An inkjet printer, comprising: 

a cartridge accommodating portion; and 

a plurality of ink cartridges, 

wherein t|ie ink cartridges are detachably attached to the cartridge accommodating 
portion as aligned in parallel, 
k ]F each ink cartridge having at least one engaging portion formed at a side of the ink 



:artri^ge 1 

cartridge that faces an adjacent ink cartridge, 



wherein a set of the opposed engaging portions of each pair of adjacent ink cartridges 

forms a matching set in which the engaging portions engage with each other to position the 

adjacent ink cartridges with respect to each other, 

wherein the matching sets are shaped and located such that a fitting structure between one 

pair of adjacent ink cartridges and a v fitting structure between another pair of adjacent ink 

cartridges are different in form, 

wherein the ink cartridges respectively comprise ink supply ports, 
wherein the cartridge accommodating portion comprises ink supply needles, 
wherein each of the ink supply needles\orresponds to one of the ink supply ports, 
wherein the ink supply needles are inserted into the ink supply ports in an insertion 

direction when the ink cartridges are attached to the cartridge accommodating portion, and 

wherein each matching set is shaped to permit th\adjacent ink cartridges to move relative 



with each other in a direction in which the ink cartridges are^digned. 



Please add the following new claims. 
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Zk (New) The ink cartridge according to claim 6, wherein the main bodies of each of 
the ink cartridges have substantially the same shape. 



22. (New) The ink cartridge according to claim 9, wherein both of the contacts of a 
second pair of adj acent ink cartridges do not contact the first one of the plurality of connecting 
members. 




23 . (New) The\ink cartridge according to claim 1 6, wherein both of the contacts of a 

\ 

second pair of adjacent ink cartridges do not contact the first one of the plurality of connecting 
members. 

24. (New) The ink cartridge according to claim 18, wherein both of the contacts of a 
second pair of adjacent ink cartridge\do^ot contact the first one of the connecting members. 

25. (New) An ink cartridge system for an inkjet printer, comprising: 
a first ink cartridge, wherein a first engaging portion is located at a first side of the first 

ink cartridge; 

a second ink cartridge, wherein a second engaging portion is located at a first side of the 
second ink cartridge and engages the first engaging pWon and wherein a third engaging portion 
is located at a second side of the second ink cartridge; and^ 

a third ink cartridge, wherein a fourth engaging portion is located at a first side of the 
third ink cartridge and engages the third engaging portion, 
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\ wherein a size of the first engaging portion substantially equals a size of the second 
engagingyportion, 

wherein a size of the third engaging portion substantially equals a size of the fourth 



engaging portion, and 

wherein thV size of the second engaging portion is substantially different than the size of 

\ 

the third engaging portion. 



26. (New) Thednk cartridge system as claimed in claim 25, wherein the size of the 
\ 

second engaging portion is larger than the size of the third engaging portion. 



27. (New) The ink cartridge system as claimed in claim 25, wherein the size of the 
\ 

second engaging portion is smaller than the size of the third engaging portion. 



\ 

28. (New) An ink cartridge system for an inkjet printer, comprising: 

\ 

a first ink cartridge, wherein a first engaging portion is located at a first side of the first 
ink cartridge; 

a second ink cartridge, wherein a second engaging portion is located at a first side of the 

\ 

second ink cartridge and engages the first engaging portion and wherein a third engaging portion 
is located at a second side of the second ink cartridge; and 

a third ink cartridge, wherein a fourth engaging portion^is located at a first side of the 
third ink cartridge and engages the third engaging portion, 

wherein the first, second, and third ink cartridges are stacked inya first direction when the 
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firstVigaging portion engages the second engaging portion and when the third engaging portion 
engages ijie fourth engaging portion, and 

wheVin a dimension of the first engaging portion in a second direction substantially 
k equals a dimension of the second engaging portion in the second direction, 

wherein aMimension of the third engaging portion in the second direction substantially 
equals a dimension of the fourth engaging portion in the second direction, 

wherein the dimension of the second engaging portion in the second direction is 
substantially different thanihe dimension of the third engaging portion in the second direction, 
and 

wherein the second direction is substantially perpendicular to the first direction. 



29. (New) The ink cartridg&system as claimed in claim 28, wherein the dimension of 



the second engaging portion in the second^direction is larger than the dimension of the third 
engaging portion in the second direction. 

30. (New) The ink cartridge system as claimed in claim 28, wherein the dimension of 
the second engaging portion in the second direction i^Waller than the dimension of the third 
engaging portion in the second direction. 





3 1 . (New) The ink cartridge system as claimed in claim 29, wherein a dimension of 



Y 



the first ink cartridge in the first direction is different than a dimension of the second ink 
cartridge in the first direction. 
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(New) The ink cartridge system as claimed in claim 31, wherein the dimension of 
the first ink cartridge in the first direction is greater than the dimension of the second ink 
cartridge in theVirst direction. 



33. (Ne^) The ink cartridge system as claimed in claim 32, wherein the dimension of 
the second ink cartridge in the first direction is greater than a dimension of the third ink cartridge 
in the first direction. 



34. (New) The ink cartridge system as claimed in claim 30, wherein a dimension of 
the first ink cartridge in the firsr^direction is different than a dimension of the second ink 
cartridge in the first direction. 

35. (New) The ink cartridge^system as claimed in claim 34, wherein the dimension of 
the first ink cartridge in the first directions greater than the dimension of the second ink 
cartridge in the first direction. 



36. (New) The ink cartridge system as claimed in claim 35, wherein the dimension of 
the second ink cartridge in the first direction is greater than a dimension of the third ink cartridge 
in the first direction. 
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